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CONGRESSIONAL INFO: Sen. Biden DE, Sen. Carper DE, Rep. Castle DE-AL 
 
ACTIVITY:  Construction General TYPE:  Shore Protection
 
STUDY PHASE: Construction 
 
AUTHORITY:  Senate Committee Resolution, 23 June 1988.  Project authorized by Section 
101 (b)(6) of WRDA 1996 and modified by Section 307 of WRDA 2000. 
 
LOCATION:  The project is located on the Atlantic coast of Delaware just north of the 
Delaware Seashore State Park.   
 
STUDY/PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The plan proposed in the final feasibility report for the 
purpose of shore protection at Rehoboth Beach and Dewey Beach consists of one continuous 
project, from the northern end of Rehoboth Beach to the southern border of Dewey Beach, a 
distance of 13,500 linear feet.  Along Rehoboth Beach, the plan provides for a 125-foot wide 
berm at elevation +8.0 feet NGVD and a dune at elevation +14.0 feet NGVD.  At Dewey Beach, 
the project would transition to a 150-foot wide berm at elevation +8.0 feet NGVD and a dune at 
elevation +14.0 feet NGVD.  The plan includes dune grass, dune fencing, and suitable advance 
beachfill and periodic nourishment every three years to ensure the integrity of the design.  The 
PED phase consisted of the completion of detailed plans and specifications for those features 
recommended in the feasibility report. 
 
STUDY/PROJECT STATUS:  Rehoboth Beach/Dewey Beach was authorized for construction 
by the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996 and modified by WRDA 2000 to 
authorize increased project costs since completion of the final feasibility report in 1996.  
Construction funds were added to the budget in FY00 and in FY01, however a construction start 
was delayed due to environmental concerns related to the borrow area and Project Cooperation 
Agreement issues with the State of Delaware related to “Hold and Save” and “Future 
Appropriations” clauses.  The PCA was executed on December 19, 2003.  All real estate 
acquisition completed.  Bid opening held 8 September 2004 and notice to proceed issued 13 
October 2004.  Initial beachfill is on-going and is scheduled to be completed in July 2005. Other 
aspects including dune grass plantings will be completed in December 2005.  
 



REHOBOTH BEACH/DEWEY BEACH (continued) 
 

FINANCIAL DATA: 
($000) 

BUDGET DATA: 
($000) 

    
Federal Initial Construction Cost $11,645  FY 04: $5,768  
Non-Fed Initial Construction Cost $6,271  FY 05: $11,087 After savings & 

slippage and 
rescission. 

Total Initial Construction Cost $17,916  FY 06: $0  President’s Budget 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS:  A Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Rehoboth 
Beach/Dewey Beach was filed and submitted with the final feasibility report.  A Supplemental 
Environmental Assessment was completed in July 2002 to address impacts to alternative borrow 
areas.  

 
SPONSOR:  Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control 
 
CRITICAL ISSUES:  Project is not in the President’s FY 2006 budget.  
 
PROJECT MANAGER: Paula Retzler 

(215) 656-6787 
paula.a.retzler@usace.army.mil  

 


